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paper——Hnancially and in editorial heft 
jis something its executives tacitly * 
concede is nor te be; the Star has sure 
fendered local leadership to the Washe 
lngton Post, ch is morning and 
Jiberal, and whicu is, as editor Noyes . 
‘says, “a fantastic paper from an eco- 
;momic point of view,” 
AD Nhe economic chasin “between 
i! aria abers is obvious to 
; atc ; : ‘< ae Oru readers who plod through the 
bw 3 Tine Good Grey Ladsy ere Post's seciningly iden col- 
es a j umns, Back up a few years for historical 
: : . a) ‘ “Perspective, and the jap is even more: 
us IN@. 245 arid) Not al 
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a a m - Tn March 1955, when the Pass pur- 

A ap ep ap 7% " me TS IE {LAT IAG THO ‘chased the rival morning Washingron 

Really pat ne fue dBL Gen ‘Times-Herald and killed ¢verything in. | 

: : .. # except the name and some coveted . i 
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; columns and comics, the Evening Star 
Jaynes Johnson writing for the totally dominated Washington journal- 
| Washington ‘Post, “| couldn't. ism, Tes forty-two million lines of ad- 


{believe it when I read your vertising made it the fifth largest news- 

‘paper in the nation, The Post, with 
twenty-five million lines, barely made; 
the top fifty list. In circulation, the Pose ' 
the, ‘ranked third behind the Star and Times. : 
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; Voiced nirvana so long its ideal of how - 
said: “Haynes kepr writing memos to:;a nation should 


prize for reporting : Noyes telling him how to perk up the! city with bl i 
ashes, and he has | Star, and Noyes and some of the other civic association and OX roast level, 
is authored three well-received books— a i brass got fed up with him, Noyes said— 
oe study of black Washington that began as ; and this is true, because a sceretary I. ch 
:... @ Star Series; an authoritative account of i know heard. him say it—'The next time’ f 
* the Bay of Pigs; and a biography of . Johnson writes one of those things and 
«. Senator J. William Fulbright, the latter: tells me he has a job offer, Um going to: 
i, with Bernard Gwertzman, now in Mos-. \et him take it?” And yet another: 
: "cow for the New York Times, _ Shows the Star has really had it, when ; forty- 
i. Presidential candidates and Senators they can’t hold their top man. The linage! off th 
: and Cabinet members answer the tele- ‘is down, they don’t give ad | con 
: phone when Haynes Johnson calls, and good news coverage, and Johnson was daily (487 
4 they read what he writes, Star editor close enough to the top to see how (641 
‘. Newbold Noyes, recognizing Johnson as “hopeless it is.” 2 
. his reportorial ace, gave him connnen- : Unfortunately _ for dramatic jour- 
surate treatment: to choose bis own as- | nalism, these storics fall somewhat short: 
. signments; to spend, with minimal ac- lof the truth, That they do is in a way: 

countability, a personal travel budget; . Appropriate, for the Star iS not a very ce! 
and to take periodic leaves of absence dramatic place, It is Washington's aC” (Spends around $6 million a year to sup- 
and prolonged vacations to write bis ond newspaper—and, unlike Avis, it 18" port an editorial staff of 370; the Star, 
books. In short, Jolson had the sort of - having considerable trouble convincing = ‘slightly more than $4 million on 260 
arrangement many reporters dream ‘Washington that Jt is really trying’ staffers, The Post's foreign desk no 
‘about but few achieve—freedom of : harder, Its executives use the words longer considers the Star 4 competitor, 
mobility and of expression, and an editor: “second newspaper” comfortably in their . Frankly, we Pay more attention to beat- 
avho left hint alone to write, ; Conversations, even with an outsider, and; ing the Times, a desk man there said. 
Two weeks after the promotional ad- , without the slightest display of expecta- i, On local and ‘national stories, Star re- 
vertising appeared, Haynes Johnson's | tion that they ever expect the Star to be ;, Porters Complain the Post often outmans 
byline was on the front page of the anything else, i them by two or three to one. 


' Washington Post-—a switch of allegiance! “Our goal is to make the Star the best ' Influence is an immeasurable quality, 


as startling in Washington journalism as evening newspaper in the Uniced States, but there are guidelines which suggest, 


wee ji H ” ’ A . 
Rogers Morton's defection to the Demo- the best conser vative paper going,” a key "if not ‘prove, which newspaper is read, 
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crats would be in Washington politics, cditorial officer told me, That the Star |if not always heeded, An example: Bec, 
(ate ee + nnn 8 ever co be the bese Washington newse' <0 eS ! 
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